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L O C A T I O N S :

CONTEXT AND SUBJECT 
OF THE CONFERENCE

T h e  t h i r d  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  D F G - r e s e a r c h
p r o j e c t  “ T h e  A n c i e n t  F a b l e  T r a d i t i o n  a n d
E a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  L i t e r a t u r e ”  p r o v i d e s  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  d i a l o g u e  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t
a r e a s  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p  o n  a g i n g  t h a t  h a v e
r a r e l y  b e e n  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  b e f o r e .   
 I t  e x p l o r e s ,  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  t h e  e t h i c s  o f
a g i n g  i n  a n c i e n t  J e w i s h ,  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n ,  a n d
G r e e k  a n d  R o m a n  s o u r c e s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n s ,
w i t h  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  a n c i e n t  f a b l e
t r a d i t i o n .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i t  c r e a t e s  a
h e r m e n e u t i c a l  b r i d g e  w i t h  p r e s e n t - d a y
g e r o n t o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  b y  c r i t i c a l l y
r e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e  m o d e r n  W e s t e r n  d i s c o u r s e
o f  a g i n g  a n d  i t s  e n s u i n g  n o r m s  a n d  v a l u e s .   
 W i t h  i t s  e m p h a s i s  o n  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y
d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  a i m s  t o  a n s w e r
s e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n s :  T o  w h a t  e x t e n t  i s  t h e
e t h i c s  o f  a g i n g  d e p e n d e n t  o n  c u l t u r e ?  H o w
h a v e  a n c i e n t  e t h i c a l  n o r m s  a n d  v a l u e s
r e g a r d i n g  o l d  a g e  p e r s i s t e d  u n t i l  t o d a y  o r
h o w  h a v e  t h e y  b e e n  t r a n s f o r m e d  a c r o s s
t i m e ?  H o w  c a n  a n c i e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o n  o l d
a g e  e n r i c h  o u r  p r e s e n t - d a y  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s
a g i n g — a n d  v i c e  v e r s a ?  
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9:15 Entrance  

9 :30-10 :15  Cater ina Mordegl ia
The Ethics  of  Aging in the Classical  and

Medieval  Lat in Fable

10 :15-11 :00  Hedwig Schmalzgruber
“Not My Spir i t  But  My Strength Fai led” :  Old

Animals  in Ancient  Fables

11 :00-11 :45 Charlot te  Haußmann
Old Age and Narrat ive  Ethics  in Babrios ’

Mythiamboi

11 :45-12 :15  Coffee/Tea Break

12 :15-13 :00 Benjamin Heim
Old Fabul is ts  in the Aesopic  Tradi t ion

13 :00-13 :45  Nina Van der  Sype
Improba naturae dicere  iura nefas :  Values and

Norms of  Older Age in Maximianus ’  Elegiae

(s ix th century AD)

13 :45  Final  Discussion

14:30 Lunch @ Baron

9:15 Entrance  

9 :30-10 :15  Pe ter  Wick
Age as  a  Test imony in the New Testament

10 :15-11 :00 Chris  L .  de  Wet  
Intersect ional i ty ,  Kyriarchal  Systems of

Marginal izat ion,  and the Paradox of  Elderly

Care in the New Testament :  The Case of  Paul

and Onesimus (onl ine)

11 :00-11 :30 Coffee/Tea Break

11 :30-12 :15 Michael  Sommer
Widows and Early  Chris t iani ty :  A Socio-

Historical  Perspect ive  on Ideas ,  Stereotypes ,

and Cl ichés

12 :15-13 :00  Lisa Brunet
Avi  pient iss imi :  The Ethics  of  Grandparenthood

in Rome and Early  Chris t iani ty

13 :00-14:30 Lunch @ Baron

14 :30-15 :15  Joseph Scales
Jewish Representat ions and Real i t ies  of  Being

Elderly  during Wart ime in Ant iqui ty

15 :15-16 :00  Hartwin Brandt  
The Idea of  a  Good Death in Graeco-Roman

Antiqui ty

16 :00-16 :45  Els  van Wijngaarden
Aging and Dying Wel l  in Contemporary

Contexts

16:45 Coffee/Tea Break

12 :30 Entrance  with Coffee/Tea 

13 :00  Welcome by Albert ina Oegema

13 :15-14 :00 Jan Baars
Structural  Contexts  of  Aging :  Their  Moral

Poverty  and Classical  Inspirat ions

14 :00-14 :45 Chris t ine  Walde
The Old Man and the Garden:  A Topos of

Graeco-Roman Li terature?

14:45-15:15 Coffee/Tea Break

15 :15-16 :00  Reuven Kiperwasser  
“That  Is  No Country  for  Old Men?”  Typology of

Elders  in Rabbinic  Storyte l l ing

16 :00-16 :45  Mira Balberg
No Country  for  Old Men:  Grappl ing wi th Old

Age in 20th Century Hebrew Cul ture (onl ine)

18:00 Excurs ion  Mainz 

19:30 Dinner  @ Zum grünen Kakadu

address :  
Gutenbergplatz 3 -5 ,  

55116 Mainz

Wednesday |  May 28th

Monday | May 26th Tuesday | May 27th
17:45 Entrance 

18:00 Christian Grethlein
Altern heute: Ethische Herausforderungen und

Chancen

19:30 Catered Dinner

Public Lecture | May 27th
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